
Dear families and teachers, 

We sincerely hope you were able to enjoy some of the fresh spring snow with your family today.  I want 

to send our school community a sincere thanks. Even though so many of you are struggling, the 

generosity of all of you during our phone calls was unprecedented. We thank you for your donations of 

money, your commitment to volunteer hours, and your kind words. This is a difficult time for all of us, 

and we thank you for rallying behind our amazing school.  

As many of you know, when we shut the doors of the school, we were also forced to lay-off our 

teachers. Our teachers are currently receiving unemployment, and thanks to your generosity – the 

school was able to “gift” them health insurance for the month of April. Your dollars really made a 

difference in our lives. We thank you.  

The federal disaster relief programs are opening up a whole window of short and long-term prospects 

for our school. We are looking forward to the day when we our campuses are filled with the laughter of 

children and teachers, when it is deemed safe and prudent.  

Until that time, I wanted to send you an update on our school, and let you know of a few resources that 

our incredible teachers have put together.  

School Update: 

• The Foothills and Springhill campuses remain closed. The current closure extends through 4/10.  

• The Microschool has moved to online, remote learning.  

From Mikel (who wants to waive her anonymity and share with all of you): 

My fast and furious personal journey with COVID-19. 

As more of my friends and co-workers are hearing about my sickness, some have asked if I would share 

information on my health and the days leading up to and during my sickness. I’ve tried to reply to 

everyone, but I’m texting the same information over and over so here it is, all-in-one. 

Firstly, I would like to start by saying we have not traveled. We made the decision to cancel our Spring 

Break plans the week prior. Secondly, I do not know who I was infected by. I’ve spent a lot of time on the 

phone with the Health Dept trying to figure this out. My number one priority has always been making 

sure others in my family, work and school community are safe. I've slept with my thermometer and 

calendar for almost two weeks. It has taken a long time but I’m currently at peace with not knowing the 

answer. Lastly, this is a serious and often unpredictable illness. I have always believed that knowledge is 

your greatest power, this is why I pushed so hard on my own testing. 

(Her entire story is on her Facebook page and chronicles each day of her illness) 

3/30 & 3/31 (DAY 13 & 14) It’s been another fever-free morning and afternoon. I have not taken a fever 

reducer for about 48 hours, letting my body burn off anything left on its own. I walked around our block 

today which felt good. I still need time to fully recover but know this battle is on my side now. My 

husband and kids are now all symptom free and doing very well.  

Sending love to you and your family ~ Mikel 



Resources: 

Overall: 

• Follow @ great.beginnings on Instagram 

• Facebook: Great Beginnings Montessori School @gbmschool.org 

From McKenzie in the Lupine Room at Springhill:   

• Google Doc I've been working on with some online resources for learning at home. My hope is 

that this can be updated by all of us as we come across cool resources. 

• https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KbkYL4BVBnLNQK3qgctTn2JvhFk7SMbi2aYUt4DsgBI/edi

t?usp=sharing 

• PDF attachment on Montessori at Home 

From Abbee in the Buttercup Room at Springhill:  

• Abbee's awesome Instagram @montessori_in_montana 

• Hannah and I also put things on the Transparent Classroom home page. Under school info. 

Allison McGree – art teacher: 

• Free online art class EVERY Tuesday at 10am with recordings to access later. 

• (Dedicated to all of you at home with young artists but open to all). 

• Lesson and material list to come! 

• https://zoom.us/j/967114384  (always the same link)   

• https://allisonmcgree.com/pages/event-schedule 

News from Bozeman: 

Online courses: 

The Bozeman Public Library is now offering more than 30,000 of the world’s best films, including award-

winning documentaries, rare and hard-to-find titles, film festival favorites, indie and classic films, and 

world cinema.  

• https://www.bozemanlibrary.org/elibrary/by-format/online-courses 

Museum of the Rockies has online videos, lessons, activities, digital collections and exhibits, and more! 

Check out this new online learning platform to bring the museum’s exhibits, collections, and programs 

right to you. 

• https://www.museumoftherockies.org/education/online-learning 

City to close playgrounds: 

• Starting Thursday, all Bozeman public playgrounds will be closed. The closure includes all 52 play 

structures, climbing boulders, skate park, and any other equipment associated with a 

playground. The closure does not include parks, trails, or dog parks. Please get outside, and do 

so responsibly (six feet!) http://www.gallatinmedia.org/?p=6747 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KbkYL4BVBnLNQK3qgctTn2JvhFk7SMbi2aYUt4DsgBI/edit?usp=sharing
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1KbkYL4BVBnLNQK3qgctTn2JvhFk7SMbi2aYUt4DsgBI/edit?usp=sharing
https://allisonmcgree.com/pages/event-schedule
https://www.bozemanlibrary.org/elibrary/by-format/online-courses
https://www.museumoftherockies.org/education/online-learning
http://www.gallatinmedia.org/?p=6747


Keep Doing What You’re Doing, Spread the Word 

Thanks again for staying home and urging others to do the same. Such action 1) protects your health, 

family 2) protects community health, 3) flattens the curve for health care workers, and 4) limits longer-

term impacts to area economy. 

Also employ these healthy habits to help slow the spread of #COVIDー19: 

• If leaving house to get groceries, pick up medicines, or for a walk, maintain your distance (six 

feet!) from others 

• Stay home if you or someone in household is sick 

• Wash your hands frequently for at least 20 seconds; and clean and disinfect frequently used 

surfaces 

• Avoid touching your face 

Coming Up: 

• Wednesday, April 8 – Covid-19 Task Force Committee meeting to determine school closure for 

the week of April 13 

• Cancelled – the Donor Luncheon at Blend on April 16th. Stay tuned as we reschedule our 

luncheon to honor Great Beginnings and contribute to its 35-year legacy. 

• Cancelled – April 22nd Earth Day celebration at Battle Ridge cabin. The Forest Service has closed 

the cabin until further notice.  

Be well, 

Gennifre Hartman, on behalf of Great Beginnings 

 

https://twitter.com/hashtag/COVID%E3%83%BC19?src=hashtag_click

