
3/25/20 

Dear GBMS Families & Teachers, 

This past week has been surreal as our entire world has changed. I have been thinking about you all, and 

hoping you are finding moments to be outside, enjoy the early spring sunshine, and have gratitude for 

small moments of each day. Recent events have proven stressful for us all.  To everyone who has 

reached out to share your support, THANK YOU!  Please keep it coming, especially for our teachers. 

With mandated closures all around, our teachers have been deeply impacted, as have our families. 

Many of you have lost jobs and income, and as a local non-profit, we are striving to help support all of 

our constituents.   

School closure/ re-opening: 

This week, our school’s Board of Directors and the Covid-19 Task Force met to discuss programming at 

Great Beginnings. On Tuesday, Governor Bullock announced that schools in Montana would be closed 

through Friday, April 10. Our school will be following this timeframe.  

The Microschool is able to shift to remote learning, and we will reach out individually to this community 

on Friday with information about this structure 3/27. For kindergarten, preschool, and toddler 

programming, our school is entirely closed through the April 10th date to follow the Governor’s current 

orders.  

We will continue to keep you informed.  

Balanced Approach to the Economic Impact/ Tuition:  

With guidance from our school’s Financial Committee, we have three options for families for your 

tuition invoice of March 15 – April 15.  

To try to ease some of the burden on families while keeping Great Beginnings moving forward, our 

Financial Committee discussed the following:   

• You have three options for your tuition invoice for March 15 – April 15th. You can either 1.) 

Apply it as credit for upcoming tuition and/ or summer camp; 2.) Receive a refund; 3.) Donate it 

to our non-profit at this time. You may also choose a combination of any of these options. Any 

donations will receive a full tax-deductible receipt. While we recognize that many of our families 

are in crisis because of the Covid-19 virus, any payment of your child’s tuition will help ensure 

our school’s ability to meet financial obligations and re-open our doors to regular programming 

when it is safe and prudent. 

• There is no penalty for families who choose to remove their child(ren) from GBMS and the 30-

day withdrawal policy will not be enforced.  

• For families who choose to withdraw from school at this time, our school will hold your space 

for Fall Enrollment. For the Enrollment Fee, we are flexible in the best time for your family to 

pay until the last day of school (June 5th). Summer Camp is still scheduled to start June 15th.  

• We will resume onsite care for all as soon as it is a) possible, and b) deemed safe and healthy for 

families, teachers, and staff. Because this situation is changing so rapidly, our Covid-19 Task 

Force will be meeting weekly to evaluate the best course of action for our school. Our goal is to 



make programming decisions each Wednesday, which will dictate programming for the 

following week.  

And, an update on our sick colleague – out of the hospital and recovering slowly at home. This virus is 

heartbreaking. Below is a note from one of our families. Thanks for your kind hearts! 

Hello GB Community, 

I thought it would be a nice idea to show some love and support to the GB staff member who has been a 

victim of COVID-19. If you can take a moment to share a happy photo of your child (maybe add a note or 

drawing) and drop it into this google shared file or email it to me that would be wonderful. I'm sure our 

GB friend could use all of the happy, positive, and cheerful thoughts they can get right now (I think we all 

can). I would like as many photos and notes as we can get by this Friday 3/27 so we can share it as 

soon as possible. 

I only have emails that are provided in the parent directory in Transparent classroom. Feel free to 

forward this on to anyone that does not have an email listed if you have their email address. 

I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy!  

Best, 

Jamie & Nathan Hofferber (Paige's mom and dad) 

Moving Forward:  

This too shall pass.  And until then, Great Beginnings promises to remain in communication with all of 

you.  We also commit to offering you tools to care for your family while at home. We will be working to 

share learning and resources online. We will be working together to help support your families through 

this challenging time. Details to come. 

Members of our administration will be individually calling each of you to discuss tuition/ enrollment fees 

for your family.  

I am forever grateful to you - families and teachers.  Together, we are stronger and will get through this. 

Here’s to us doing our part to support a national effort to contain the further spread of the virus and 

keep our communities safe.  

Be well, 

Gennifre Hartman, on behalf of Great Beginnings 

 

Three ways to help locally during the Covid-19 crisis: 

In addition to supporting local businesses as you can here’s three ways you can help with donations and 

volunteering around Bozeman and the Gallatin Valley. Here’s an overview news release with contacts, 

links, and summary of info below, http://www.bozemanfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/How-

YOU-Can-Help-Today.pdf. 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/10on7KZTBVgIoAmBddiZvP2ykMFudnMN-?usp=sharing
http://www.bozemanfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/How-YOU-Can-Help-Today.pdf
http://www.bozemanfoundation.org/wp/wp-content/uploads/How-YOU-Can-Help-Today.pdf


1. One, donate to local COVID-19 response fund. This collaborative fund focuses on food, housing, 

financial assistance, health, and crisis response and AMB West Philanthropies gave a $100,000 

challenge grant to help leverage donations. This is the only official donation site with all the 

money staying local. For background, FAQ and other 

info, http://www.bozemanfoundation.org/covid-19-resources/. To donate directly to the 

COVID-19 Response Fund:  www.swmontanacovid-19fund.org. 

2. Two, give now to nonprofits in our community. Many nonprofits and cultural organizations have 

been significantly impacted by social distancing and have canceled fundraising events and 

programming that provide essential revenues. 

3. Three, volunteer: If you are healthy and not part of an at-risk population, please continue to 

help your neighbors. To volunteer as part of group efforts, please 

visit https://www.volunteermt.org/ to learn more about volunteer opportunities.  

Keep Doing What You’re Doing, Spread the Word 

Our school community knows social distancing is vital to help slow the spread of Covid-19.  Stay home if 

possible; avoid crowded places; and maintain your distance (six feet!) from others. Please continue to 

do your part and urge others to do the same. Also employ these healthy habits, and teach your children,  

to help slow the spread: 

• Stay home if you or someone in household is sick 

• Wash your hands frequently for at least 20 seconds 

• Clean and disinfect frequently used surfaces 

• Avoid touching your face 

https://www.healthygallatin.org/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

Other Resources: 

An interesting read: How to Survive a Plague 

https://nymag.com/intelligencer/2020/03/andrew-sullivan-how-to-survive-the-coronavirus-

pandemic.html 

Here’s a useful summary of the current best thinking among public health experts on how we need to 

approach the fight against COVID-19 in the coming weeks: 

https://www.nytimes.com/2020/03/22/health/coronavirus-restrictions-us.html 

Some great stories of big-hearted people coming up with new ways to come together—even while 

remaining apart—to help the vulnerable who face some very tough times ahead: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/neighborhood-groups-across-the-washington-area-are-

forming-militias-of-caring-and-help/2020/03/16/dfc970be-6788-11ea-b313-df458622c2cc_story.html 

Montana school closures: https://apnews.com/6b21a0f2293ebfd60deb4cda06ed22ca 
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