
4-10-20 

Dear GBMS Community, 

This is a short update to share news this week from Montana Governor Steve Bullock. The Governor has 

extended Montana's stay-at-home order from April 10 through the end of April 24. 

This extension also applies to the closure of K-12 schools, the requirement that all out-of-state travelers 

self-quarantine for 14 days, restrictions on all non-essential travel, and the continued closure of bars 

and restaurants to walk-in and sit-down service. 

Great Beginnings Montessori will continue to follow the Governor's directive. This means all the 

restrictions currently in place for the school will continue through April 24. There are no changes to the 

Microschool courses that continue with remote delivery. 

Our school’s Covid-19 Task Force continues to meet each Wednesday to discuss Great Beginnings 

programming and school-based mitigation efforts.  Our Task Force has data to contribute to decisions 

about our school closure, and recognizes that there is almost no available data on the right time to re-

start. Under the guidance of the CDC, our Task Force will continue to inform our community of our 

planned closure, and is conservatively evaluating for re-opening options based on the Governor’s 

recommendations for Montana, and the Health Department’s recommendations in Gallatin County for 

continued community spread. 

Survey 

We have put together a short, four-question survey for you. If the Governor gives the green-light for 

resuming small, social-distanced schooling with all science-based procedures after this closure, would 

you and your family consider (just consider – this is not a commitment to attend): 

✓ Returning to school/ campus from May 4th – June 5th? This would be for one, end-of-year tuition 

cycle and would ideally continue with your child’s regular schedule.  

✓ Returning to Great Beginnings for a session or two of Summer Camp – sometime between the 

start date of June 15th and the end date of August 20th. 

✓ Returning to Great Beginnings at the start of the Fall 2020 school year (August 31, 2020) 

✓ We do not plan to return to Great Beginnings.  

Survey link: https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGX3YVN 

Note for families: Chocolate the Guinea Pig 

Hello Families, 

Chocolate, our Great Beginnings Guinea Pig, is looking for a place to stay.   This visit can be as long or as 

short as you'd like!  He loves it when there is action, so as you can imagine, the school is a lonely place 

for him right now. 

Currently he is vacationing with Jenn Bartholomew but is looking to move onto a new location.  If you are 

interested, please let me know. 

jamey@gbmschool.org 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/VGX3YVN
mailto:jamey@gbmschool.org


 

Thank you, stay healthy! 

Jamey 

Thanks for your help as we look together to consider various business models that can support our 

families, and support the health of our community. Please, continue to practice social distancing. The 

health and welfare of our community depends upon it. Many lives can be spared if we continue to 

follow the stay-at-home and social-distancing guidelines.  

Stay healthy and stay safe, 

Gennifre, on behalf of Great Beginnings 


